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· APNs will gather for Legislative Day 2008 on January 28th.
· "Quick Briefs" are a new resource on the CNAP Website.
· Want to help Texans be healthier? Volunteer now.
· The Special Election results in Tarrant County surprised many.
· Key contacts will be the key to APNs' success.
· A summary of changes at CNAP to wrap up the year

Legislative Day 2008


The Texas Legislature may not be in session, but APNs will still be at the Capitol on Monday, January 28th.  We must start educating legislators and their staff now about APN Autonomous Practice and why it is good for Texas.


Registration is limited to 325 and is only $40 if you register by January 12th.  Registration is online only. To register, go to
 www.cnaptexas.org/CNAP_Members/Registrant_Form.asp.  Attached is a flyer outlining the agenda and details about the event.  Our featured speaker will be Representative Donna Howard who represents House District #48 in Austin. As always, APNs and students who attend will be armed with all the information they need to talk with legislators or staff, including handouts.  This year you will also receive a legislative handbook.


Legislative Day will again be held at the Omni Downtown Hotel in Austin.  Reserve your hotel room by January 12th for Saturday, Sunday and/or Monday for $135 a night (single or double occupancy). If you are told there are no more rooms available at that price for persons attending the Coalition for Nurses in Advanced Practice event, please notify me immediately at lynda@cnaptexas.org, and I will have more rooms made available at that price.
Checkout "Quick Briefs"

CNAP constantly improves communications and puts useable information at your fingertips.  CNAP has done it again with a new feature on our Website called "Quick Briefs." These are short slide presentations that cover one topic in about 10 slides.  You can use the presentation to learn more about a topic yourself or share with other APNs at local meetings and educational events. Currently "Quick Briefs" are posted about CNAP, the Texas RN/APN PAC, and APN Autonomous Practice. You can expect additions throughout 2008. Check it out and let us know what you think. 
Public Health Coalition Needs You


CNAP is part of the Public Health Coalition comprised of organizations dedicated to improving the health of all Texans. A primary focus of the Public Health Coalition involves passing legislation that will improve Texas's public health infrastructure and advance wellness initiatives.  The coalition wants to involve interested persons throughout the state. To those ends, the Public Health Coalition is seeking APNs who are interested in being on 3 committees: 1) Increasing Physical Activity, 2) Tobacco Cessation, and 3) Healthy Eating. If you are interested in serving on any of these committees, please contact lynda@cnaptexas.org. 
Dan Barrett Wins in HD 97


Dan Barrett won the Special Election Runoff to fill the unexpired term of former Representative Anna Mowery in House District #97.  A Democrat and attorney, Dan Barrett, won with 52% of the vote against opponent Dr. Mark Shelton, a pediatrician. Considering district #97 has been held by a Republican for the last three decades,
 Tuesday's victory for Barrett surprised many.


To serve in the House in 2009, Representative Barrett will have to win the seat in 2008's General Election. While far from a sure thing, his victory in the Special Election substantially improved his chances of winning that race. However, everyone anticipates he will be opposed and the Republicans will work hard to regain this seat.


Representative Barrett is a 1972 graduate of Reagan High School in Austin and graduated from Texas Tech School of Law. He is a 28-year resident of Ft. Worth. Her and his wife, Debra, have two grown sons. District #97 includes southwest Ft. Worth and Tarrant County. As always, we need to know if any APNs already know Representative Barrett.
GR Efforts Focus on Key Contacts

CNAP and our member organizations are doing what it takes for APNs to achieve autonomous practice.  However, organizations are only successful if their members are organized, knowledgeable, and take action as requested.  Success depends on you.
 

Each CNAP member organization has a new volunteer Grassroots (GR) Leader. You can expect to hear from that leader soon. She will ask you to volunteer as a key contact for your State Representative, State Senator, or both.


What is a key contact? Key contacts ensure their legislators know about APNs and understand the vital role we play to improve health for other constituents in the district.  Key contacts are especially valuable if they have an existing relationship with the legislator.  We must identify those of you who participate in community activities with your legislators.  However, there are never enough of those APNs, so key contacts are also those who are willing to visit their legislators regularly and attain name ID as Arlene Wohlgemuth explained last August in her article, "7 Contacts for Name ID." Key contacts are also those APNs who are willing to educate, motivate and organize other APNs in your district to take constructive action.


Kathy Hutto, CNAP's primary lobbyist, thinks our chances of achieving autonomous practice will greatly improve if we have 5 key contacts in each State Representative's district and 15 key contacts for each State Senator.  Please respond when you receive the
 email from your GR Leader.
  

Members of TNP can expect an email from Pam Stewart, FNP, and TANA members will be contacted by Sandi Peters, CRNA. Both of those organizations have some key contacts in place from previous legislative sessions and may already have been contacted recently. If you are already serving as a key contact, simply confirm that you are willing to continue.


The GR Leaders for other CNAP member organizations are as follows:
CTCNM - Marcella Alvarez, CNM student; 
TxCNS - Denise Jackson, CNS;
Greater Texas Chapter NAPNAP - Becky Schonert, PNP;
Houston Area Chapter NAPNAP - Tandy Mellard, PNP; and
Gulf Coast Geriatric Nurse Practitioners - Liz Godlove, GNP
Members of the above organizations will be contacted by their GR Leader.
  

I thank all of these GR Leaders for volunteering for this important job.  In addition, Mary Gail Moody, FNP, is the CNAP representative who volunteered to be the GR Coordinator who will ensure our grassroots efforts stay on track and organized.  This is a really big and vital job and Mary Gail deserves special recognition. Kudos to Mary Gail!
Changes at CNAP

As 2007 ends, it is a good time to let you know about a few changes at CNAP, and a few things that will stay the same.  Joan Ross, FNP, has been CNAP's treasurer for almost 3 years.  Joan was slated to become CNAP's Chair in 2006.  However, when CNAP's long-time treasurer, Sandra Gale, CNM, left Texas, Joan volunteered to move into that huge job. She has done a fabulous job and leaves the treasurer's position behind on December 31st.  Deanne Tim, ANP, volunteered to take on that job and will serve a two-year term as treasurer. Joan will move back into the Chair-Elect position and will become CNAP Chair
 on October 1, 2008.


Continuing for a third year as CNAP Chair is Margienetta Norris, PNP. Margienetta has been a steady and gracious leader for CNAP and we appreciate Margienetta's willingness to continue her leadership role during a very busy time for CNAP.


We are also very fortunate for one other constant for CNAP, and all APNs. CNAP's primary lobbyist, Kathy Hutto, just signed another 2-year contract and will continue representing all APNs through November 2009. Most of you know that Kathy Hutto is the best and most dedicated lobbyist in Texas, and we are very lucky that she has been willing to give us so much of her time, attention and wise guidance for the past 16 years.


You may have noticed two changes at CNAP that occurred earlier this year.  The first is our new Fund-Raising Chair, Robin Britt, Ph.D, WHNP.  I asked Robin to give a presentation on fund-raising at CNAP's Retreat last July. Not only did she give the best presentation of the retreat, she volunteered to lead our fund-raising efforts for one year.  You hear from Robin on a regular basis and we are very grateful for her dynamic leadership as CNAP faces its biggest legislative and funding challenges in its history.


You may also have noticed that 2007 marked two additional changes for CNAP. My titled changed from Public Policy Director to Executive Director. This change marks a new level of maturity in the Coalition for Nurses in Advanced Practice, and clearly shows that CNAP is here to stay.
  

We also added to CNAP's mission statement to reflect our continuing and growing role in education. With support from our member organizations and all APNs in Texas, CNAP will create a legal and regulatory climate in which Advanced Practice Nurses can use their full potential to improve the health and well-being of all Texans; and educate Advanced Practice Nurses and stakeholders about the legal boundaries of APN practice.


As CNAP enters another year, we are grateful for each of you who support your profession through donations to CNAP and service to all the APN organizations in this state. Without you we would not be where we are now and could not do what we do. Thank you and we wish you the happiest of holidays!

