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Register for Legislative Day 2008 by Saturday

Registration for APN Legislative Day 2008 is still only $40, but that price increases to $70for anyone registering after Saturday, January 12th. After that date we also cannot guarantee you will get the special room rate of $135 at the Omni Downtown Hotel. 

Click here to print the bulletin for agenda details on Legislative Day. This flyer outlines the agenda and details about the event.  That link is also available on CNAP's Homepage, www.cnaptexas.org. To register online, Click Here.  Our featured speaker will be Representative Donna Howard who represents House District #48 in Austin. As always, APNs and students who attend will be armed with all the information they need to talk with legislators or staff, including handouts.  This year you will also receive a legislative handbook.  

Legislative Day will again be held at the Omni Downtown Hotel in Austin. It is a great location only 5 blocks from the Texas Capitol.   Make your hotel reservations online or call (512) 476-3700 for the block of rooms reserved for the Coalition for Nurses in Advanced Practice event. 

 Important News from HHSC
The Texas Health & Human Services Commission (HHSC) is the Texas state agency responsible for policy-setting and operation of Medicaid, CHIP, and all other health & human services programs in Texas. HHSC publishes a monthly online newletter called "In Touch."  The January/February issue contains important information for APNs.  Please click the link contained in each summary to read the full text of each article. To view the entire issue, go to www.hhsc.state.tx.us/stakeholder/index.html. 

A new online tool is making it easier to find information about Medicaid providers.  Basic Provider Search is a new web-based directory.  We want to be sure that all APN Medicaid providers are included in the directory. If you are a Medicaid provider, please check the directory to be sure that you are included and the information posted is correct. If not, please contact lynda@cnaptexas.org.  To read more, see the article. Need Medicaid provider? Check the Web.

If you are a Medicaid or CHIP provider, you may be one of 3,000 providers required to submit documentation.  This is not an audit of your care, but part of the federal government's Payment Error Rate Measurement (PERM) process to review the accuracy of CHIP and Medicaid claims payment and eligibility determination. The federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) contracted with Livanta to request the claims and support documents from providers.  This means the letter requesting documents will come from Livanta, not from HHSC. Any provider ignoring the request from Livanta may be subject to a significant penalty.  Read the article Federal review of payments comes to Texas for more information.

As promised in CNAP's Interim Update #3, this is your notice that Medicaid providers will soon be required to use temporary tamper resistant prescription pads for all Medicaid prescriptions. CMS announced a deadline of April 1, 2008, to begin using these special prescriptions. For more information, read Deadline approaching for tamper-resistant prescription pads. To find vendors for "tamper resistant prescription pads" simply enter that phrase into your browser's search engine.

March 1 is the date on which all Medicaid providers will be required to include their NPI on claim forms in order to be reimbursed. In addition, if your practice administers certain drugs to patients in your clinic or health care facility, providers will also be required to identify those drugs using the appropriate 10-digit identifier known as the National Drug Code. For more information, read New codes, identifiers now required for Medicaid claims. 

The new Medicaid Access Card will soon be implemented throughout Texas. The new smart care contains information about the client, and automatically confirms the client's identity and eligibility.   Read Medicaid I.D. card ready for statewide expansion.

The Integrated Care Management (ICM) program is enrolling providers in the Dallas/Tarrant service area now.  ICM clients can expect to begin receiving services as early as February 2008.  Read more in the article, Coordination of care enhances new managed care program.

Spurred by S.B. 10 passed by the Texas Legislature last year, HHSC developed a plan that specifies strategies to help uninsured secure health insurance, reduce reliance on emergency rooms for basic care, and make it easier for the working poor to buy into employer-sponsored health coverage. Get more information and a link to the full report in Health care reform package seeks to create 'culture of insurance'
January 9th was the first meeting of the Committee on Pediatric Centers of Excellence. One of the committee's main goals is to develop guidelines for designating regional Pediatric Centers of Excellence providing medical expertise to children who are suspected victims of abuse or neglect. To read more, go to the article, Committee aims to enhance input from medical community in cases of child abuse.
