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Once again, Arlene Wohlgemuth, former state representative and lobbyist for the Texas Association of Nurse Anesthetists, has written a great article about the political process. Last year CNAP distributed her article, "7 Contacts for Name ID."  This year she writes about the inner workings of the political parties, and how you can influence your party's platform and support your profession at the same time.

What is there to do besides vote?
by arlene Wohlgemuth
Next Tuesday, February 19, marks the beginning of early voting for this year's primary.  Though you have been hearing a good deal about the presidential race and perhaps some very important state legislative races, you have probably not heard anyone talk about the opportunity you have (other than voting) to be an integral part of the political process in Texas.  

It all begins after the polls close on Election Day, March 4, at your polling location.  Each of the two, major political parties will conduct a Precinct Convention that generally starts about 7:30 PM.  Your admission ticket is your voter registration card stamped with Republican or Democrat and that is the convention you will be allowed to attend.  Each precinct can be as different as night and day.  In some, you may be the only person there besides the Precinct Chairman.  In most, there will be 5-15 people; in some of the larger, urban precincts there may be quite a crowd. The Precinct Chairman will serve as the Temporary Convention Chairman and is generally elected by the delegates (you are now one just for showing up) to serve as Permanent Convention Chairman, but that is up to the popular vote.  Same is true of other temporary officers.  The business of the Precinct Convention is two-fold:  adopt resolutions and elect delegates to the next level.  The next level is the County Convention or in the case of counties in more than one state senatorial district, each senatorial district will have a separate convention.  The business of the County (or Senatorial District) Convention is two-fold:  adopt resolutions and elect delegates to the State Convention.  So, what is the business for the State Convention?  You guess it - adopt resolutions and elect delegates to the National Convention.

You need to participate!  Why?  

1.      Resolutions.  Resolutions adopted at the Precinct Convention MUST be considered (though not necessarily adopted) at the next level.  Resolutions adopted at the County (or Senatorial District) Convention MUST be considered at the State Convention, and so on.  In 2006, CRNAs and Optometrists from around the state were able to work the following resolution through the process all the way to becoming a part of the State Republican Party Platform.

"Competition in Healthcare - In an effort to control ever-rising health care costs, we believe that free market principles and competition shall be encouraged in the health care sector, especially allowing each trained health care professional to practice to the extent of their education."

Another one that made its way into the platform was:

"Health Care Choice - We support market-based, private sector initiatives to improve the portability, quality and affordability of healthcare.  We support consumer choice of providers.  We encourage immediate expansion of medical savings accounts and other tax incentives that assist consumers."

The one on the Democratic Party side did not make it, but there is no philosophical reason that it should not.  The recommended resolution for the Democratic Party is: 

"Access to Healthcare - In order to increase the availability of health care providers and guarantee access to quality health care for everyone, we believe that each trained health care professional should be allowed to practice to the extent of their education."

There are many other resolutions that would be helpful - choice in health care providers, quality, convenience, a more efficient health care system, etc.  Resolutions do not have to be fancy in their wording.  Someone on the Resolutions Committee at the County (SD) Convention will probably wordsmith your resolution.  (By the way, you need to double-check your resolution when it is presented at County (SD) Convention to make certain the meaning has not been changed.) The point is that, at the very least, you have an opportunity to educate your fellow delegates and raise awareness about the problems associated with unjustifiable restrictions on scope of practice.  

2.      Delegates and Alternate Delegates.  

a.   "You must be present to win."  NO ONE can argue the case better than you.  You are the well-educated and well-trained professional.  You certainly must be there at the Precinct Convention to present your resolution.  Write it out on a piece of paper.  At the appropriate time, say, "I move that we adopt this resolution," and read it.  The secretary or chairman will probably ask you to pass it to them.  Then the chairman will ask for discussion.  

b.   The resolutions don't just float along without someone there to advocate for their inclusion.  You need to get yourself elected AT LEAST to the County (or SD) Convention.  It's usually not hard - just be willing to go.  A word of caution: do not agree to go to the County or especially the State Convention and then not show up.  Being a delegate to the State Convention can be a coveted position, and it will be long-remembered if you are elected and don't show up.  It is rare that someone is elected as a delegate to State if they do not attend County (SD) Convention.

c.   If your state representative is of the same political party, he/she will likely be at the County (SD) Convention unless they have several counties and logistically cannot make them all.  There is a possibility that your state senator will be there though they definitely have several conventions to try to make.  If you can meet them during the convention, that will be an excellent opportunity for you to establish yourself as a 
constituent interested and active in party politics.

Now, imagine the advantage you would have next session, walking into your legislator's office, reminding them that you met at the County, Senatorial District or State Convention and then showing them the plank in the platform stating that the Democratic or Republican Party is in favor of allowing your profession to practice to the full extent of your education and training. Not a slam-dunk, but it surely would help.

If you have any questions or need help with wording, contact Lynda Woolbert.
