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                       COALITION FOR NURSES IN ADVANCED PRACTICE

                                        P. O. Box 150218 • Austin, TX 78715-0218 


                                              Ph/Fax: 512/3122134    •  www.cnaptexas.org

COMMUNICATION & GRASS-ROOTS ACTION

Legislative Action Center is a feature on CNAP’s Website. It permits APRNs to personalize letters or emails from templates. Emails can be sent to public officials directly from the CNAP Website, or your personalized letters may be downloaded to mail or fax. The system automatically identifies the user’s legislators and permits our organizations to identify all of their members’ legislative districts. Members of CNAP organizations and those who attend legislative day will receive CNAP Updates (see below) and action alerts. Action alerts are sent when CNAP needs APRNs to take action on a particular issue. Anyone who does not want to receive information from CNAP can opt out of the system and will not receive further information. Individual APRNs may also update their contact information or register to receive updates and action alerts.
Personalizing Communications: Effective communication with legislators and other public officials requires that you individualize your letters and emails. Form letters or emails and communications from non-constituents that have no relationship with the legislator are disregarded.  You may use a template as a model, but always modify the first few lines and add your own examples. See the information on the other side to find details on addressing correspondence to the Governor and state legislators, and proper forms of address.
Receiving CNAP Updates. During Legislative Sessions, CNAP issues weekly legislative updates by e-mail. In the Interim (the period between Legislative Sessions), CNAP issues updates occasionally. Members of CNAP’s organizations and those who attend Legislative Day will automatically receive these updates if they report an e-mail address. Please feel free to pass this information along to other colleagues. The more people we have involved in our grassroots effort, the more effective we will be! However, please avoid passing these updates through your workplace indiscriminately. 

Staying Informed. In addition to CNAP Updates, see the reverse side for websites that help APRNs stay informed about legislative and regulatory events that affect your profession, practice, and patients.

Communicating by fax. Caution Please! Be aware of who may be at the other end when sending messages to workplace fax machines. 

Staying ethical. In our enthusiasm for communicating our message, we also need to be aware that state supported institutional resources are not to be used for political purposes. It’s very important that we keep our ethical houses in order. Never send a letter on your workplace letterhead for advocating a position to a public official or state agency unless you have permission to do so.
Recruiting Legislative Key Contacts. We are continuing to develop a network of key contacts, at least five contacts for each house district and 15 for each senate district. Please contact your APRN organization’s grassroots leader or email Mary Gail Moody, CNAP’s Grassroots Coordinator at 572fast@tisd.net.

Becoming an APRN Public Policy Expert. We need more APRNs who are expert in government, advocacy and public policy. Lynda Woolbert, CNAP’s Executive Director, will mentor interested APRNs or APRN students. Please contact Lynda by phone (979-345-5974 or 512-750-3747) or e-mail (lynda@cnaptexas.org). 

Texas Nurse Practitioners (TNP) offers a legislative internship for NPs. In 2004, TNP established the Carol Cody Fellowship (named for one of TNP’s prominent members who helped found CNAP). The first fellowship was awarded in 2005 to Amy Pope, then a student FNP at UTMB Galveston. The 2007 fellow was Tania Garcia, FNP. There were 2 Carol Cody Fellows in 2009, both FNPs: Allie DeBeer from San Antonio and Glenda Velji from Austin. The 2010-2011 fellow is JoEllen Wynne, FNP. NPs or NP students interested in becoming a Carol Cody Fellow should contact the TNP office at info@texasnp.org. 

Addressing Correspondence to State Officials

	Governor
	State Senator
	State Representative

	The Honorable Rick Perry Governor’s Office

P.O. Box 12428

Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Governor Perry:


	The Honorable (Full Name) 

Texas Senate 

 P.O. Box 12068 – Capitol Station Austin, Texas 78711-2068

 Dear Senator _____:


	The Honorable (Full Name)

Texas House of Representatives

P.O. Box 2910

Austin, Texas 78768-2910

Dear Representative _______:


CORRECT FORMS OF ADDRESS
People often confuse State Representatives and US Congressmen. It is important to understand the difference, and only address state legislative issues to your State Representative and national issues to your US Congressman. It is also important to use proper forms of address. Referring to a member of the Texas House of Representatives as a “congressman” is as incorrect as a patient calling you “doctor”. A state representative is called Representative ______ and a US representative is called Congressman ______. Any senator or representative who chairs a committee is often addressed as Chairman _______,

FIND YOUR LEGISLATORS
You can find your US Congressman, State Senator and State Representative by going to www.capitol.state.tx.us/fyi/fyi.htm and entering your home address. This information is also on your voter registration card or you can call your county clerk’s office.

LEGISLATIVE HANDBOOK (Roster)
You may purchase a handbook published each legislative session in February. The cost is $6.95 and you can order the Texas Legislative Handbook 2009 - 2010 online at the Texas State Directory Press Website, www.txdirectory.com.  Besides pictures of each legislator, it also contains rosters for each committee and other vital information to stay in top legislative form. The same information is also available online through the Texas House and Texas Senate Websites.

CNAP Website & Publications

CNAP’s Website, www.cnaptexas.org, is the best resource on advanced practice nursing in Texas. It contains the information you must know to establish your APRN practice and is excellent for APRN students in professional role courses. CNAP also publishes valuable resources on APRN practice in Texas offered for sale online. 

Texas Legislature Online (TLO)

This website, www.capitol.state.tx.us, is the way to stay up to date on all the bills filed during a Texas legislative Session. You can also find the text of all Texas statutes and state agency rules (The Texas Administrative Code). This site has a wonderful glossary that demystifies legislative jargon and a flowchart that explains the legislative process. TLO includes mechanisms for automatic notifications. There are also links to local, county and federal government sites.

Texas Nurses 'n Action Center

Texas Nurses Association Website, www.texasnurses.org, has a good online service called the Texas Nurses 'n Action Center. Check this site for information on all bills of interest to all nurses. 

Legislative Sessions

In accordance with the Texas Constitution, the Texas Legislature meets in a regular legislative session in Austin every two years. The legislature convenes in Regular Session on the second Tuesday in January of every odd-numbered year. These biennial sessions are limited to 140 days duration. The constitution also allows the governor to call additional special sessions as necessary. During a called session, not to exceed 30 days, the legislature may consider legislation only on matters specified in proclamations issued by the governor. 

Dates of Interest during the Texas Legislative Session and Interim 

http://www.tlc.state.tx.us/gtli/sessions/dates.html
Description of the Texas Legislative Process 

http://www.tlc.state.tx.us/gtli/legproc/diagram.html
	House Committee Members
	Senate Committee Members

	              http://www.house.state.tx.us/committees/welcome.htm 
	   www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/senate/Commit.htm 



