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        Healthcare Reform & Texas
Where do we go from here?

With implementation of the new healthcare law, an estimated six million Texans will have access to health insurance (2.2 on Medicaid). But who will provide that care? The state and nation are experiencing a severe primary health care provider shortage. 
APRNs should be allowed to provide all the health care for which they are educated and certified – and this position is supported by the following organizations.
AARP Texas
Bipartisan Policy Center

Brookings Institution

CATO Institute

Center for American Progress

Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation
National Alliance on Mental Illness – San Antonio
Texas Public Policy Foundation
 APRNs… turning health insurance  -
Into health care.
“Current state nurse practice acts and accompanying rules should be interpreted and/or amended where necessary to allow APRNs to fully and independently practice as defined by their education and certification.”

-AARP 2010 Policy Book Supplement

http://www.aarp.org/about-aarp/policies/
“Revise scope-of-practice laws that discourage use of advanced practice nurses, pharmacists, and other allied health professionals.”


-Bipartisan Policy Center
Crossing Our Lines: Working Together to Reform the U.S. Health, Executive Summary, p. 16. www.bipartisanpolicy.org/sites/default/files/BPC%20Crossing%20Our%20Lines%20Executive%20Summary.pdf

“Create incentives for states to amend the scope of practice laws to allow for greater use of nurse practitioners, pharmacists, physician assistants, and community health workers.”

-Brookings Institution
Bending the Curve: Effective Steps to Address Long-Term Health Care Spending Growth, p. 2. www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2009/0826_btc/0826_btc_fullreport.pdf
"Licensing and scope-of-practice laws give the medical professions considerable control over whether other professions may compete with them. That frequently slows the spread of affordable care. Consumers are worse off if licensure and scope of practice laws unnecessarily limit access to care."  


-CATO Institute
Medical Licensing: An Obstacle to Affordable, Quality Care, page 13. http://www.cato.org/pub_display.php?pub_id=9640
“Expanding the role of nurse practitioners and physician assistants in primary care is part of a cost-effective strategy to address the looming primary care shortage. Indeed, both professions were created nearly a half century ago to address the shortage of primary care physicians—a problem our nation is still grappling with.”

-Center for American Progress
Closing the Health Care Workforce Gap, p. 26. www.americanprogress.org/issues/2010/01/pdf/health_care_workforce.pdf

“Coupled with efforts to increase the number of physicians, nurse practitioners, and physician assistants in primary care, state and national legal, regulatory, and reimbursement policies should be changed to remove barriers that make it difficult for nurse practitioners and physician assistants to serve as primary care providers and leaders of patient-centered medical homes or other models of primary care delivery.” 


- Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation

Who Will Provide Primary Care and How Will They Be Trained? p. 4 http://www.macyfoundation.org/documents/jmf_ChairSumConf_Jan2010.pdf
“Giving APNs the ability to practice to the extent of their education and training will improve patient access to prompt treatment as well as efficient and effective patient-centered care without changing quality.”
 
-Texas Public Policy Foundation

Testimony to the Texas Senate Health and Human Services Committee, February 23, 2010, p.2 http://www.texaspolicy.com/pdf/2010-02-testimony-ey.pdf






